
Public Submission to the West Virginia Legislature  

Senate Select Committee on Redistricting 

 

Date Document Received: October 14, 2021 

Description: 1 Page 

 

Disclaimer of Liability and Endorsement: The attached document was prepared by a private 

citizen or organization and submitted to the West Virginia Senate Select Committee on 

Redistricting as part of the information-gathering process. The views, content, and opinions 

expressed in these documents are solely those of the third-party preparers and do not reflect the 

views, legal opinions, or in any way represent official action of the West Virginia Legislature Joint 

Committee on Redistricting, the West Virginia Senate, the West Virginia House of Delegates, the 

West Virginia Senate Committee on Redistricting, the West Virginia House of Delegates 

Committee on Redistricting, the West Virginia Legislature, or their members (collectively, "the 

West Virginia Legislature"). The attached document is provided for information and convenience 

of the public. Reference to any specific redistricting plan, map, district, or process does not 

constitute endorsement or recommendation by the West Virginia Legislature. The West Virginia 

Legislature makes no claims, promises, guarantees, or warranties about the contents, errors, or 

omissions in the content of the attached document. The West Virginia Legislature expressly 

disclaims responsibility for the content of the attached document. 

 



1

From: @aol.com
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2021 6:19 PM
To: Charles Trump; Joint Redistricting
Subject: Amendment #1 on Proposed Senate Districts

Dear Senator Trump,  
 
Whether you recognize it or not, your service as chair of the Senate Redistricting Committee has made some folks (me) 
become your temporary constituents.  Although I live in Monongalia County, you have been working for me and West 
Virginians in all counties.   I have been following the redistricting deliberations closely and have been generally comforted 
by the fair and equitable way you have discharged your duties as chair.  I had no reason to doubt that conclusion until 
now. 
 
What changed?  The so-called “Amendment #1” to proposed Senate districts — brought to the Senate this week and 
NEVER discussed publicly by the Senate Redistricting Committee — is a problem.  A big problem.  Actually, it has several 
problems but I will focus on one particularly egregious problem. 
 
It chops Monongalia County into at least two pieces and thus violates the law that mandates how districts shall be drawn. 
 
- Population/One-person-one vote.  Out of 55 counties, only Monongalia County meets the equal population criterion on 
its own.  Its105,822 people fall within 0.3% of the ideal population target of 105,513.  The population deviation is only 309 
people! 
 
- Contiguity.  On the Senate floor, you (yes, you) equated contiguity to preservation of county boundaries.  Obviously, 
cutting Mon County into pieces, with no legally compelling reason to do so on population grounds, does not honor county 
boundaries. 
 
- Communities of interest.  Obviously, Mon County represents a distinct community of interest, which arguably is the 
most subjective of all the considerations in drawing district boundaries.  Regardless, the population and county boundary 
parameters for Mon County must override any more subjective considerations. 
 
I watched as the majority of the Senate Redistricting Committee debated and then voted to recommend a map of Senate 
districts that preserved the boundaries of Mon County.  Was that just sleight of hand?  Was it, as some have suggested, a 
parliamentary Trojan Horse?  Or is something more sinister going on? 
 
I don't expect answers to those last 3 questions and I don't want to assume the worst.  Instead, as your current constituent 
from Mon County, I respectfully ask that you work to maintain the integrity of Mon County as its own distinct Senate 
district.  Whether by keeping the amendment from ever coming to the Senate floor or by helping to vote it down, the 
amendment must be defeated. 
 
Thank you for your service. 
 
Judy K. Ball, PhD, MPA 

 
Morgantown, WV 26508 

 
 


	Cover Page and Disclaimer (Senate)
	New 1_Redacted



